
 

 

 

Birch Wood College Newsletter Summer Term 2025 

 

We are excited to share some updates on the recent happenings at Birch Wood College this term. 

It has been wonderful to see our young people broadening their social circles, honing their social 

skills, and gaining confidence. We also want to congratulate all the students who have completed 

their Entry and GCSE exams. This has been a demanding period, but they have navigated it 

remarkably well, showcasing the dedication they’ve put into their studies. 

 

Alongside these achievements, our students have continued to foster their independence by 

showcasing their talents in the community through work experience, college taster days, the Duke 

of Edinburgh award, Art Expeditions, travel training, life skills, and celebrations for VE Day, Pride 

and the Birch Wood Prom. It’s fantastic to see them participating in various clubs and engaging in 

different sports and activities with their Birch Wood and MV16 peers during breaks and 

lunchtimes. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude for the ongoing support of the Post 

16 programme. We are committed to strengthening our relationships with the local community 

and organisations. We also want to extend our best wishes to the eleven students who will be 

leaving us; may you have a wonderful summer break. Please take note of the key dates in the 

newsletter to stay informed about what’s coming up after the summer. 

 

Julie Peattie 

Head of Post 16 

 

 

 

                         



 

 

 

 

Celebrating Achievement: Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award 

In an inspiring first for Birch Wood, five dedicated Post 16 students have achieved the prestigious 

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award. This remarkable accomplishment encompasses four key sections: 

Volunteering, Skills, Physical Activity, and a challenging 3-day, 2-night expedition. 

These exceptional students demonstrated commitment and resilience 

throughout the year by facilitating Boccia sessions, becoming peer 

mentors, and participating in sports activities. Their hard work 

culminated in a rewarding expedition that tested their determination 

and teamwork. 

The Expedition Journey 

The expedition began with confidence and 

enthusiasm. On Day 1, the group tackled 

Leicestershire’s highest point, Borough 

Hill. Under the sweltering heatwave, they 

persevered through the ascent, rewarded 

by stunning views of the county. The 

challenges didn’t end there; the descent 

required careful teamwork to ensure safety, and the day concluded 

with setting up camp, pitching tents, and preparing their own meals using Trangias.  

Day 2 was the most challenging as students battled fatigue and 

the experience of their first night camping away from home. They 

navigated from Ab Kettleby to Holwell, facing unexpected detours 

due to a small staff error (apologies for the extra kilometres!). 

Despite this, they explored Holwell’s Nature Reserves and 

collected photographic evidence for their project, completing 

another requirement for the Silver Award. 



 

 

The Final Push 

The expedition’s last day brought the ultimate challenge: creating and following a route from 

Grange Drive to Melton Country Park while covering as many public footpaths as possible. The 

group's stamina was waning, but their determination shone 

through. Fuelled by ice cream treats from the wonderful Alison, 

they summoned their final reserves of energy to complete the 

return journey. Back at the college, they were met with cheers and 

heartfelt congratulations from office staff, senior leadership, and 

proud peers. 

 

Proud moments 

This incredible achievement is a testament to the 

perseverance and teamwork of Barnaby, Faye, Thom, Holly, 

and Annalise. Their courage and dedication throughout the 

Duke of Edinburgh journey have inspired the entire Birch 

Wood community. 

We are immensely proud of you all—congratulations on this outstanding accomplishment!  

 

DofE Young Leader 

We would like to give a special mention to Barnaby, who has officially completed his DofE Young 

Leaders Award! The DofE Young Leaders Programme enables young people to take on leadership 

roles by mentoring DofE participants. 

We are incredibly proud of Barnaby for this achievement and 

grateful for all the work he has done in his role as a young 

leader. Barnaby, you have been a fantastic role model for your 

peers. We wish you all the best and hope you continue to 

develop your leadership skills as you transition to Homefield! 

 



 

 

Travel Training 

Being able to travel on public transport is a crucial life skill. Post-16 

students have been taking part in travel training in the Melton area to 

become safe and independent travellers. The students have covered: - 

Building confidence in using buses and trains - Personal safety - How to 

use timetables and buy tickets - Road safety, including coping with traffic 

on major roads - What to do when things go wrong (e.g., the bus is late). 

Students have made fantastic efforts to gain confidence and skills to travel 

independently. 

 

         

      

                          

      

Road Wise 

 
This term, BWCA focused on the dangers of driving, emphasisng 

awareness and safety. Students engaged in practice sessions for 

driving theory and hazard perception tests, gaining vital skills for 

real-life situations. They also researched their first cars, comparing 

new and used vehicles based on cost, reliability, and maintenance. 

The session aimed to prepare them for responsible driving and 

informed decision-making.  

 

 

Work Experience at Rutland Farm Park                                           

Students at BWC have been completing their work experience at Rutland 

Farm Park, a family-run farm in Oakham. They learn to care for various 

animals and gain valuable experience working in the farm shop and café. 

This opportunity helps them develop customer service, hospitality skills, 

and awareness of conservation efforts, ultimately boosting their 

confidence and employability.      

 

 



 

 

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

          
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

🎨 BWC Art Department  

Here's a look at the creative journey our students embarked on this year. 

Exploration and Skill Development 

This year, students explored a wide range of materials and techniques. They delved into printmaking and 

experimented with various painting styles, enhancing their artistic skills and creative expression.  

Artistic Inspiration 

Inspired by renowned artists such as Jean-Michel Basquiat, students created a diverse array of paintings, 

drawings, and mixed media artworks. Their portfolios also featured 3D clay sculptures, photography, and 

digital art. 

Final Project Exhibition 

The culmination of their efforts was showcased in a final exhibition. Each student curated a collection of 

artworks centred around a personal theme, demonstrating their growth and individuality.  

Celebrating Success 

We are proud to share that one of our talented students has been offered a place to study Creative Art at 

Loughborough College.   
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Sports Day 
 

BWC, BWV, and Ashton House proudly took part in Sports Day! We celebrated women’s sports 

with various activities spotlighting the upcoming Rugby and Cricket World Cups, as well as the 

Euros. Students demonstrated their talents in events such as long jump, sprints, and shot put. 

 

                          
 

        

 

 

 

VE Day Celebrations 
Students at BWC and across all sites have created poppies to contribute to 

the Poppy Wall that has been set up at St Mary’s Church in Melton 

Mowbray as part of the celebrations of VE Day 80th Anniversary. The 

display looked incredible and we are proud to have been a part of this. 

 

 

 Kindness Award 

 

 

Birch Wood School has been nominated for a 'Kindness Award'. 

We are extremely proud of this. 

 

Thank you to everyone for all that you do - you make a positive 

difference on a daily basis. 

 

 

 



 

 

Pride Celebration Day  

Birch Wood College Post 16 celebrated its annual Pride event on July 1st with the theme 

“Celebrating Differences – Everyone Can Sparkle!” Students and staff dressed in rainbow colours 

and participated in activities honouring the LGBTQ+ community.  

The day featured informative sessions on LGBTQ+ history, Pride-themed art projects, karaoke, and 

a Colour disco. The festive atmosphere included glitter face painting, nail art, temporary tattoos, 

and refreshing rainbow ice pops, making it a memorable celebration for everyone. 

 

 

             
 

 

Moving Together Showcase 
On Tuesday 24th June, groups from across Birch Wood School came together to showcase their 

talents as part of a show directed, produced and presented by Paige Faulkner. Paige, alongside 

Moving Together teacher Emma, put together an incredible show, that was enjoyed by students 

and staff at Grange Drive. The theme of the show was "Exploring Earth" and groups from The 

Lodge, Birch Wood College, The British Sign Language Group and Paige (solo) performed in front 

of a packed hall. It was a truly fantastic show, thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended!  

 

 



 

 

 

Roman Workshop 

Students at BWC participated in a morning workshop at the Rutland County Museum titled "The 

Romans in Rutland." This workshop explored the impact of the Romans on the local area and 

showcased various artefacts that have been discovered. The students had the opportunity to 

handle and examine various real objects, including pottery, jewellery, coins, and mosaic fragments. 

The workshop also featured a Roman gallery trail and craft-based activities.  

 

Trip to Rutland Water 
 

We had an amazing day out at Rutland Water for our end-of-year trip. The students enjoyed a 

nature walk along the reservoir, played crazy golf, explored the adventure park, participated in 

team games, savoured ice cream, and relaxed on the beach. It was a wonderful way to wrap up the 

school year!  

 

                                     
 

 

 



 

 

Birch Wood Prom 

 

On the night of Wednesday, 9th July, Year 11 and Post 16 students celebrated their Prom in style, 

with everyone dressed to impress. The students had a fantastic time, enjoying a well-deserved 

break after their hard work throughout the year. For some students, this event also served as a 

farewell celebration, marking the end of their time at Birch Wood.      

 

             
 

Post 16 Leavers 2025 

 
BWCN  

Luke, Thom, and Kyra have all worked hard during their time at Birch Wood College, and we are 

extremely proud of all they have achieved. They have demonstrated great resilience and 

determination to succeed, which has helped them grow into the confident young adults they are 

today. Luke and Thom will both be advancing to Homefield College to study Pathway 2, while Kyra 

will be attending Brooksby College to study animal care. We are confident that they will continue 

to shine and grow in their new environments.  

Wishing you all the best of luck and happiness for the future!  

                                               



 

 

 

 BWCA 

 

We would like to extend our warmest wishes to the wonderful young people who are leaving 

BWCA. Thank you for all the amazing moments you shared with us. The dedication you 

demonstrated throughout your time as students is truly remarkable. There is no doubt that this 

commitment will help you reach new heights in life. While it’s sad to see you go, we are happy to 

know that you are all prepared for the next phase of your journeys. We wish you a heartfelt 

farewell! Never stop learning, and always “Believe in Yourselves.”  

 

With pride,   

 

The BWCA Team.  

                                         

  

            

 

 



 

 

 

Attendance 

 

In August 2024, the government introduced statutory guidance “Working Together to Improve 

School Attendance” and to comply with this, Birch Wood School’s Attendance Policy was 

updated. It can be found on the school website. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

                           

At Birch Wood School we fully understand that some pupils face more complex barriers to 

attendance and this can include pupils who have long term physical or mental health conditions. 

We will always offer a “support first” approach to improving attendance with a focus on supportive 

measures. Each situation will be approached in a way that best supports the individual family and 

on a case by case means and reviewed regularly. We will ensure joined up pastoral care is in place 

where needed. The school’s Senior Attendance Champion is Claire Wood 

 

Absence from school: 

If your child is going to be absent from College, then the child’s parent/carer must notify the school 

with the reason for absence by 7.30am or as soon as practically possible, by calling the office on 

01664 483340.  

 

Leave of Absence Requests 

A leave of absence is granted at the headteacher’s discretion, including the length of time the pupil 

is authorised to be absent for.  As a leave of absence will only be granted in exceptional 

circumstances, it is unlikely a leave of absence will be granted for the purposes of a family holiday.  

 

The school considers each application for term-time absence individually, taking into account the 

specific facts, circumstances and relevant background context behind the request. Any request 

Above 

95%  

 

Excellent! Well done! 

This will help all aspects 

of their progress and life 

in school. 

Below 

85% 

 

85% - 

95% 

 

Average! Well 

done! Try to build 

on this 

Cause for Concern  

It IS affecting attainment 

and progress and is 

disrupting students 

learning. 
 



 

 

should be submitted as soon as it is anticipated and, where possible, at least 4 weeks before the 

absence. Please ask your child’s teacher or the office staff for a Leave of Absence Form. 

 

Key Dates: 

 

Wednesday 27th August 2025 Autumn Term starts for students BWV, AH and Birch 

Wood College (This is now the same start date for all 

students!) 

Monday 20th Oct – Friday 24th Oct 2025 Half Term 

Friday 19th December 2025 End of Term 

Tuesday 6th January 2026 Spring Term Starts for students BWV/AH/BWC 

 

 

 

 

 


