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Birch Wood School - Grange Drive

We are very proud to share with you what has been happening at Grange Drive within the second half
term of spring. It has been action-packed, full of many exciting activities and celebrations which we are
keen to share with you.

During the second half term of spring, we have recognised many key dates and
events whilst continuing to celebrate the wonderful achievements of our
young people which has also shown us collaborate with Sherard Primary
School, Birch Wood Vale and Ashton House.

| hope you and the children have a lovely Easter break. Please refer to the key
dates within the newsletter below to prepare yourself for what is coming after
the break.

Tom Bradley-Hewell

World Down Syndrome Day

On Friday 21st March, Birch Wood School celebrated World Down J \‘ - e ,g\;

Syndrome Day — a global awareness day which has been officially :.\\ “’\\ §

observed by the United Nations since 2012. D " Q’; %
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The date for World Down Syndrome Day being the 21st day of the

3rd month was selected to signify the uniqueness of the u@c«l ”OM @Ocu@

triplication (trisomy) of the 21st chromosome which causes Down  |T'S WORLD DOWN DAY!

syndrome.
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Carrot Productions

During this half term we welcomed ‘Carrot Productions’ to Grange Drive who provided a performance of
'Fantastic Fairy tales' to our students. This was a wonderful opportunity to experience live music and
drama. The performers shared with us two interactive performances of Goldilocks and the Three Bears and
Cinderella. Our students were immersed in the stories and enjoyed meeting the musicians and having the
opportunities to play with their instruments at the end of the performance! A huge thank you to Carrot
Productions for joining us!

Bottesford Bikers

Once again, the wonderful Nottingham Triumph Owners Motorcycle Club visited Birch Wood School for its
annual Easter Egg Run! The community spirit which they have provided, allowed the Easter bunny deliver
an Easter egg for every student at Grange Drive! What a great day and a huge thanks to our staff
volunteers!

To add to this, it was the biggest turn out ever with over 300 bikes and scooters - and even more riders and
passengers. We are touched by the generosity of the bikers and organisers and the wonderful community
spirit shown by so many. You can see a video of the bikers on Facebook or by clicking the link here

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/16Hf12Pnag/
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World Book Day

This year our World Book Day theme was "Read Your Way" which focused on developing a love of reading.
During the day we invited staff and students to dress up as a character from their favourite story and
engage in different activities to develop a love a reading. As part of World Book Day we gave students
across Grange Drive the opportunity to be immersed in different stories by transforming the hall into a
magical story land! Each class picked their favourite story and created different exploration activities linked
to the story for everyone to explore.

Autism Awareness Week

From the 31t March to 4" April we celebrated Autism Awareness Week. Throughout the week students
had the opportunity to take part in activities linked to our theme: "A spectrum of colour". On Friday 4th
April we has a Spectrum of Colour day where students and staff from Sherard Primary and Birch Wood
Special School came together for a vibrant and heart-warming Colour Walk to celebrate autism and
neurodiversity. The walk, which spanned both schools, was a wonderful demonstration of community
spirit, bringing together students from different classes and schools to cheer one another on and engage
with interactive stations along the route. Each corridor and space was beautifully themed to reflect the
unique strengths of neurodiversity, with stations such as "Let Your Individuality Shine Through," "Bang Out
Judgement," "Be Yourself-ie Station," and "Let Stereotypes Float Away." These creative displays
encouraged students to embrace their uniqueness and proudly showcase who they truly are.
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Community Visits

Our students have been into the community applying the skills that they have learnt at school. Going out
into the community is a vital part of the curriculum offer at Grange Drive. The Peacocks and the
Goldfinches have been learning about real life super heroes and have visited the Fire Station, the Police
Station, Melton Hospital, and the National Space Centre! During these visits the students have learnt about
the vital roles that many in our local community provide for us.

Community Choir

Singing provides the opportunity to come together as a community, regardless of ability, and develop a
sense of belonging. Our community choir was a great hit with parents and students on the 7t April! We'd
love to see you at the next session on Monday 19th May, 3:45pm at Grange Drive. The sessions will take
place after school in the hall where we will share songs: some well-known and some brand new. You are
welcome (and encouraged) to bring siblings and other family members to these events. These will be
informal ‘sing and sign’ sessions suitable for all ages and needs.
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Key Dates
Monday 14" April to Friday 25" April Easter Holidays
Friday 2" May (Actual date is Friday Undiagnosed Children’s Day
25™ April)
12" May — 16" June Exam Period
Friday 2" May PMLD Celebration Day
Monday 5" May Bank Holiday — School Closed
Monday 19" — Wednesday 21" May The Lodge and Peacocks Residential to Lea Green
Monday 26" — Friday 20™ May Half term
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